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Portugal, with which the old man went off happy, and,
" even more so " (the same informant adds) " to find himself
free and with his ears and nose!"

Thus was achieved the conquest of Oman. A horrible
performance it may seem to us, but a triumph of audacity
from start to finish. Five important towns with defensive
forces running into thousands were subjugated in as many
weeks by a few hundred men, on six battered and ill-found,
ships, 5000 leagues from home. As for what we now call
atrocities, it is pointless for us to protest in pious horror
when contemporary opinion was not shocked in the slightest.